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SUBJECT: GOP AGREES TO MEET WITH MUSLIM REBEL RETURNEES RE 
TRIPOLI NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: MANILA 571 (NOTAL) 

1. GUIDED MEDIA ANNOUNCED JAN 13 THAT PRESIDENT MARCOS HAS 
INSTRUCTED DEPENSE UNDERSECRETARY CARMELO BARBERO TO MEET 
WITH LEADERS OF RECENTLY CREATED MORO REPORM LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT (MRLM) CONSISTING OP MUSLIM REBEL SURENDEREES. 
ACCORDING PRESS, MEETING WILL BE HELD IN ZAMBOANGA CITY 
POSSIBLY ON JAN 20 IN RESPONSE TO MRLM DEMAND SUBMITTED TO 
PRESIDENT MARCOS PREVIOUS DAY (REFTEL). PRESIDENT MARCOS 
INSTRUCTED BARBERO TO DETERMINE WHETHER MRLM DEMANDS WERE 
SIMILAR TO THOSE PUT PORWARD BY MNLP (AND LIBYANS) IN 
TRIPOLI. BARBERO REPORTEDLY DREW ATTENTION TO ' PRAGMENTED 
GROUPS OP REBELS IN MINDANAO" AND SAID THAT HE WOULD MEET 
WITH REPRESENTATIVES PROM EACH, I.E. NOT MERELY THE MRLM 
REPRESENTATIVES . 
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2. MRLM (INCORRECTLY DESIGNATED MRLP IN REPTEL) 

CONTINUES TO GET HEAVY PUBLICITY BUT TONE EDITORIAL 
COMMENT DIPPERS. COLUMNIST BATALLA OP BULLETIN TODAY 
OBSERVES THAT APPEARANCE OP MRLM "IS CERTAIN TO TEST 
THE METTLE AND, MOST ASSUREDLY THE PATIENCE OP BOTH 
SIDES OP THE NEGOTIATION TABLE. IT IS AN ADDITIONAL 
COMPLICATION TO AN ALREADY COMPLICATED SITUATION. IT 
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COULD DRAW UNEXPECTED REACTIONS FROM COL. QADHAFI... 

AS WELL AS FROM LEADERS OF THE INFLUENTIAL ISLAMIC 
CONFERENCE." HOWEVER, VALENCIA OF DAILY EXPRESS 
OBSERVES APPROVINGLY THAT QADHAFI AND ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
"CANNOT IGNORE" MRLM LEADERS, PICTURED BY HIM AS BATTLE 
PROVEN WARRIERS IN CONTRAST TO MISUARI AND MNLF EXILES. 

3. COMMENTS REFTEL APPLY. MARCOS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
ATTEMPT TO USE "DEMANDS" OF MRLM MEMBERS, ALL OF WHOM 
HAVE BEEN COOPERATING WITH GOP FOR SOME TIME, TO 
FACILITATE TICKLISH TASK OF ACHIEVING WATERED DOWN 
"AUTONOMOUS" SOLUTION ACCEPTABLE TO CHRISTIANS. 

HOWEVER (PER BATALLA'S COMMENT) BY CREATING MRLM, GOP 
APPEARS TO BE RUNNING CONSIDERABLE RISK OF ALIENATING 
AND CONFUSING BOTH GENUINE REBELS AND ISLAMIC 
CONEERENCE MEMBERS. 

SULLIVAN 
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